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TRUSTEES OK RECPLEX AND INNOVATIVE PROGRAM IN TECHNOLOGY LAW,
INCREASE ANNUAL COST OF ATTENDANCE, RATIFY NEW ENGINEERING DEAN
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton's board of trustees today approved the
nation's first graduate program in intellectual property and technology law for U.S. and foreign
lawyers and non-lawyers and authorized $25.3 million for RecPlex, a new fitness and recreation
complex on campus.
In other action, the trustees okayed a 6.8 percent increase in tuition, fees, room and

board for undergraduates, starting in August. On the graduate level, trustees approved tuition
increases ranging from 4 percent in the School of Law to 10 percent for select programs in
education and public administration.
Trustees also ratified the appointment of Joseph Saliba as dean of the School of
Engineering. Saliba, president of the Academic Senate, previously chaired the civil and
environmental engineering and engineering mechanics department. He replaces Blake
Cherrington, who stepped down to return to the engineering faculty and develop courses in
leadership.
The graduate program in intellectual property and technology law will be part of UD's
flagship law and technology program in the School of Law. In cooperation with Nanjing
University in China, UD plans to offer two new degrees - a master of laws in intellectual
property and technology law (an LL.M. degree) and a master's degree in the study of law. UD
officials will seek American Bar Association and Ohio Board of Regents' approval for the
degrees, which will be offered initially to Chinese students. Organizers want to expand the
program in the future to other international and domestic students.
"We are developing these programs because interest in intellectual property and
information assets is now global," said Jeffrey Matsuura, director of UD' s program in law and
technology. "Professionals from fields outside of law now have significant interest in the legal
and public policy aspects. The master's degree in the study of law is distinctive because it can
accommodate people who are interested in intellectual property and technology, but do not
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have legal training."
According to the American Bar Association, only 16law schools offer a post -law
degree in intellectual property and technology law. While 13 law schools offer legal studies for
non-lawyers, John Marshall Law School of Chicago has the only other integrated program in
legal studies for both lawyers and non-lawyers -but not in the field of intellectual property
and technology law.
The new fitness center, nicknamed RecPlex, is part of the University of Dayton's master
plan and an accelerated strategy to revitalize student facilities on UD's highly residential
campus, according to Daniel J. Curran, president. "We're building modern facilities, including a
new residence hall and ArtStreet, that will allow us to provide students with a superior learning
and living environment and to compete for top students," he said.
Construction begins in May, with completion slated for January 2006. It will be located
on Founders Field next to a new $21 million residence hall that will open in August.
The Student Government Association unanimously passed a resolution Jan. 11
supporting the construction of RecPlex, which will be funded through user fees. "It will add to
the 'power of the student experience' at the University of Dayton and provide a wonderful
place for students to gather for any variety of reasons such as to exercise, compete in
intramurals, or study for a class," reads the SGA resolution presented to the trustees. "We
have been involved in every aspect of the planning and design process, and students' concerns
have been incorporated where possible .... We understand the financial impact of the fitness and
recreation complex to our cost of attendance and we can speak for the student body when we
say we consider it well worth it."
Approximately $100 of the $110 increase in student fees next fall will be used to initiate
construction of RecPlex.
The University of Dayton's overall increase in the cost of attendance will generate
$5.3 million in new revenues and help UD improve academic programs, purchase more books
and increase the hours of operation in the library, and improve student life and housing
facilities, according to Curran. Nearly $2.9 million will be used to fund increases in health care
costs, recruit and retain a strong faculty and staff and increase salaries in line with inflation.
"The University of Dayton remains a bargain. We are the lowest-priced national
doctoral Catholic university, and our room-and-board rates currently fall anywhere from $200
to $1,000 below state universities," Curran said "We are continuing to build academic quality
and position ourselves as one of the top national doctoral Catholic universities in the nation."
Starting in August:
•

Annual tuition and fees for full-time undergraduates will increase from $18,960
to $20,250.
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•

The cost of the basic meal plan will rise from $2,580 to $2,700.

•

Average housing costs will increase from $3,310 to $3,600.

•

On the graduate level, tuition will rise 4 percent in the School of Law (from
$23,100 to $24,030). Rates for most other graduate programs will increase
6 percent per credit hour, except for the master's in education, education
specialist program and master's in public administration. The 10 percent
increase places these programs on par with state universities.

Tuition and fees last year rose 14 percent at public universities and colleges and
6 percent at private institutions, according to the College Board.
-30For media interviews about the proposed law program, contact Cooley Howarth,
professor of law, at (937) 229-2841 or Jeff Matsuura, director of the program in law and
technology, at (937) 229-2256; for information about RecPlex, contact Rick Perales, executive
director of facilities management, at (937) 229-4339 and Nick Beck, president of the Student
Government Association, at (937) 229-4444. For other media interview requests, contact Teri
Rizvi at (937) 229-3241.

